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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION ON EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN AFRICA
MENPS/UNICEF MOROCCO
RABAT, JAN 22-24 2025

	JOUR 1                                                                                                                                                                                  Wednesday 22 January 2025

	Morning : Site visit to preschool units – Moroccan Foundation for preschool education

	14.00-14.30
	M. Mohamed Saâd Berrada, Ministre de l’Education Nationale, du Préscolaire et des Sports, Maroc 
M. Marc Vincent, Représentant UNICEF au Maroc 
	45min

	14.30-16.00
	SESSION 1
[bookmark: _Hlk187909044]Early Childhood Development: Cognition, emotional development and socialization of children  
R. Perez-Escamilla (Confirmed) - Prof. of Public Health, Yale School of Medicine, USA
C. Draper (Confirmed) - Associate Professor, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg
A. Devercelli (Confirmed) – Senior Education Specialist, Global Lead for ECD, the World Bank
E. Dia (Confirmed - online), Associate Director, Early Childhood Development, UNICEF
	1h30

	16.00-17.30
	SESSION 2
[bookmark: _Hlk181855749]Early Childhood Education in Africa: Current state, Issues, Challenges and Opportunities
CONFEMEN (Confirmed)
A. Akkari (Confirmed - online) - Prof. of Intercultural and international dimensions of Education, Co-director of the PEGEI unit, FAPSE-ERDIE, Univ. of Geneva, Switzerland
Benzouina (Confirmed) - Ministry of Education, Preschool and Spots, Morocco,
Case study: Generalization of preschool education in Morocco 

	1h30

	JOUR 2                                                                                                Thursday 23 January 2025

	9h-10h30
	 SESSION 3
Politiques & Governance
Amanda Devercelli – World Bank
M. Soonarane (Confirmed) – ICQN-ECD ADEA Coordinator, Ministry of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific Research, Mauritius
Country national delegations (Burkina Faso, Ghana, Sierra Leone and Kenya)
	1h30

	
	PAUSE
	

	11h00 – 12h00
	SESSION 4
Financing, Resource Mobilization & Partnerships
Christian Morabito (Confirmed) – Senior Advisor, OECD, France
S. Mishra (Confirmed) - CEO Mobiles Creches, India 

	1h00

	12h00-13h30
	Lunch
	1h30

	13h30-15h00
	SESSION 6
Quality Early Childhood Education Curricula & Pedagogy: What to Learn and How to Learn?
E. Spelke
Abbie Raikes (Recorded) – Founder, ECD Measure
Serpell (Confirmed – online), Department of Psychology, University of Zambia
D. Richardson (TBC) – Executive Director, Learning For Well-Being Foundation, The Netherlands
Y. Belfali (Confirmed) – Head of Division, Early Childhood and Schools, OECD, France 

	1h30

	15h00-16H30
	SESSION 5
Quality & Equity: Scaling, Monitoring & Quality Assurance System
M. Soonarane (Confirmed) – ICQN-ECD ADEA Coordinator, Ministry of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific Research, Mauritius
G. Simonnet (Confirmed) – Expert, Consultant, France
R. Perez-Escamilla (Confirmed) - Prof. of Public Health, Yale School of Medicine, USA
 
	1h30

	16.30-17.00
	PAUSE
	

	17h00-18h00
	SIDE EVENTS
SE.1 – Morocco’s governance model for the generalization of Preschool Education (TBD)
MENPS (Confirmed) - Modération
Said Ziane, INDH (Confirmed)
FMPS (Confirmed)
M. ZianeFZE (Confirmed)
SE. 2 – Investing in Quality ECE: The Role of the Private Sector and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
S. Mishra (Confirmed) - CEO Mobiles Creches, India

SE. 3 – ECE and NTIC : à définir avec Geraldine et Yuri (TBD with UNESCO) 

SE. 4 – BELDS Approach & ECE Accelerator Toolkit
Christin McConnell (Confirmed) - Education Chief, UNICEF Ghana
Divya Lata – Education Specialist – UNICEF HQ

	1h00

	[bookmark: _Hlk184104848]Jour 3                                                                                                                           Friday 24 January 2025

	9h-10h30
	SESSION 7
ECE Workforce: Recruitment, Training, Support and Valuation
D. Lata (Confirmed), Education Specialist, HQ
E. Pearson (Confirmed) – Prof., Deputy Head of Department, Primary and Early Childhood Education, Maynooth Univ., Ireland
Godfrey Ejuu (TBC) – Professor, Kyambogo University, Uganda
Professeur- K. El Andaloussi (TBC) – Professeur universitaire- Université Sciences de l’Education – Psychologie de l’éducation  et président de l’association ATFALE 

	1h30

	10h30-12h
	SESSION 8
Family and Community Roles and Engagement
R. Cissé (Confirmed) – Prof. of Sociology, LARTES-IFAN, Cheikh Anta Diop Univ., Dakar, Senegal
N. Yousfi (Confirmed) – Consultant, UNICEF Morocco
Erum Mariam (Confirmed) – Director, BRAC Play Lab

	1h30

	12h-13h
	SIDE EVENTS
SE.1 – Learning through Play: Play as a Vector for Learning and Development
Play Labs: Preschool in rural areas (Bangladesh, Tanzania, Uganda) 
Erum Mariam, BRAC Play Labs (Confirmed)
SE.2 - Qualified Workforce for Quality ECE: Professionalization and Capacity Building (Morocco)
FMPS Morocco (Confirmed)
SE.3 - Partnerships and Community Engagement for Quality ECE
Kenya, Uganda: Madrasa ECD Programme, The Madrasa Resource Centers 
Amina Mwitu (confirmed), AKDN/Aga Khan Foundation (Confirmed)
Morocco: ANEER, Community-Based Preschool in Remote Morocco 
Fondation Zakoura Education (Confirmed)
SE.4 - Strengthen access to early childhood education for children with disabilities 
D.A. Hirpa - Ambo University, Ethiopia
	1h

	13h-14h
	PUBLIC CLOSING, SYNTHESIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	1h00 

	14h-15.30
	Lunch
	1h

	15.30-17.00
	Exchange MoE with all invited national delegations on South South cooperation perspectives
(National delegations under confirmation) 
	1h30
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